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From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
OBSERVATIONS 
ON A PIECE INSERTED IN OUR LAST WEEK'S 
Paper, FROM THE Curist1an Macazine, 
ENTITLED 
“A STRANGE THING.” 

We would inform the writer of the above-named 
irticle, that after all his search for strange things, 
he has not had the good fortune to hit on what are 
the most strange and marvellous circumstances, in 
the very subjects he took up. If he will take the 
trouble to go over the ground again with us, we as- 
sure him that his taste for wonders shall be gratified 
with something worth the while. 

To begin, then: The first thing that excited this 
gentleman’s astonishment, on supposition of Uni- 
versal Salvation, was, “the solicitude which the 
apostles manifested for the salvation of their hear- 
ers; and especially did he wonder that St. Paul 
should have had great heaviness and sorrow of heart 
for the blinded Israelites, and that he should have 
prayed to God for their salvation, if he, the mean- 
while, believed they would be saved. It is strange, 
we grant, that the apostles should feel solicitous 
for the accomplishment of that which they ex- 
pected would eventually be effected; since it is 
the most shining trait in true wisdom to feel solici- 
tous for the accomplishment of those things only 
which it knows will never take place. And we 
grant it is strange that St. Paul should have prayed 
to God that the blinded Israelites might be saved, if 
he really believed that they would be saved: for in 
so doing, he must have prayed tn faith, as Christ 
commanded him, believing that he should receive 
what he asked. Our author did well, doubtless, in 
mentioning these as strange things; but there is a 
still stranger thing now to be mentioned, of which it 
seems he was wholly unconscious. It is this: St. 
Paul proceeds, in the very next chapter, to assert 
that those blinded Israelites should positively be 
saved, when (if our author’s notion be correct) he 
really believed that they would be damned to all 
eternity, and therefore felt sorry for them, and like 
a good Hopkinsian, prayed earnestly to God to save 
them! Read the 9th and 10th chapters of Romans, 
where the passages which our author quoted will be 
found ; and then look at the 11th chapter, in which 
the apostle says, “What then? Israel hath not 
obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election 
hath obtained it; and the rest were blinded. ... . 
I say then, have they stumbled that they should 
fall? God forbid; but rather through their fall, sal- 
vation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
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riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 
the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their 
fulness? ... . . For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead? . . . . 
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be igno- 
tant of this mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your 
own cenceits) that Windness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in ; 
and so all Israel shall be saved... ... For God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” Rom. 
xi. How came St. Paul to assert that all Israel 
should be saved, if he really believed no such thing ? 
Here is a wonder which, like Aaron’s rod, swallows 
up the rest. 

2. Our author observes, in the second place, “If 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation was taught by 
the apostles, it appears strange to me that their hear- 
ers were so much alarmed at their preaching ;” and 
he then cites the instances of the 3,000, who were 
pricked at their heart on bearing Peter’s sermon on 
| the day-of Pentecost,—of the Jailor who asked Paul 
and Silas what he should do to be saved,—and of 
Felix, who trembled when the apostle reasoned to 
him of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come. We may observe, as we pass along, that this 
gentleman supposes that when people once believe 
that they shall be saved, there is nothing left, in hea- 
ven or earth, to produce such an emotion as alarm, 
nothing which can affect their hearts. Well, be it 
so, then; we must nol stop to dispute now, for the 
gentleman is doubtless waiting with impatience for 
another wonder. Then let him turn his attention to 
the case of the 3,000, whose hearts, he thinks, 
Peter’s sermon pricked with the fear of endless tor- 
ment. Does it not appear strange that this should 
be the case, when we duly consider the fact that 
they had not heard Peter say a word about torment 
of any kind? We have the substance of St. Peter’s 
sermon on that very occasion, recorded in Acts ii. ; 
and there is not a single threatening in it! It isa 
most curious subject of speculation, how Peter con- 
trived to terrify them with the doctrine of eternal 
punishment, without saying a word about it, or 
making the most distant allusjon to it. And finally, 
it is somewhat curious, that we, at this late day, are 
able to know, with such perfect certainty, that it was 
the fearof endless damnation which pricked their 
heart; when we have not an intimation, in all the 
scripture, that this was the case. With regard to the 
case of the Jailor, we think our author will confess 





them to jealousy. Now, if the fall of them be the 


it to be a very astonishing thing, that while he was 
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under the most terrible apprehensions of being sent 
to an endless hell, he should care so little about it, 
as to attempt killing himself, as he did, merely 
because he thought his prisoners had escaped. We 
hope that we succeed well in providing gratification 
to this gentleman’s taste for the marvellous. 

3. He says, “Admitting that Christ and the apos- 
tlestaught the doctrine of Universal Salvation, it 
appears to me inexpressibly strange that their hear- 
ers manifested so much epposilion to their preach- 
ing.” As he thinks this inerpressibly strange, what 
niust his astopisiment be, when we inform him that 
the case continues the same to this very day! Know 
then, dear Sir, that thre Universalists still meet with 
the same surt of opposition that their Master and 
his apostles met with in ancient times. Of all the re- 
ligious sects of our country, there is not one so zeal- 
ously, not to say malignantly, opposed, as the Uni- 
versalists. They are denied the title of Christians ; 
they are called, sometimes devils, and devil’s min- 
isters, as Christ and his household were called 
Beelzebub ; those who dare to profess Universalism 
are cast out of the synagognes, as they were of old; 


im short, every abuse which the laws of the land do 
not prevent, is exhausted upon them; and we ave 
obliged to say, as did St. Paul, “ We both labour and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God 
who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that 
believe.” (1 Tim. iv. 10.) And, dear Sir, to in- 
crease your astonishment, this opposition comes now 
from the same kind of people, as in ancient times. 
You doubtless recollect that it was the priests, the 
doctors of the law or divinity, the whole host of high 
professors in our Saviour’s time, that were the au- 
thors of all the opposition which he encountered ; 
and the Universalists now receive their reproach 
and abuse from the same class of people; of which, 
dear Sir, thou seemest to be one. 

4. “Upon the supposition that all will be saved,” 
says our author, “there is something peculiarly 
strange in the language in which Christ speaks of 
the future state of the righteous and the wicked ;” 
as a specimen of which, he brings these words: 
“ Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able te 
destroy both son] and body in hell.” He thinks it pecu- 
liarly strange that Christ should address these words 
to people, unless he supposed that those people were 
in some danger of being destroyed, both soul and 
body, in hell.—Very well. Butto whom did Christ 
address these words? Who were they whom he 
exhorted to “ fear him which after he hath killed, 
hath power to cast into hell?’ Why, they were 
his own Apostles !—his own Apostles !—{See the 
contexts of these passages in Mat. x. and Luke xii.] 
As this author is a Hopkinsian, and believes that 
these elect, these sanctified Apostles, were in no 
more danger of being destroyed in hell than Christ 
himself, will he not do us the honor to say, that 
he finds abundance of strange things in this his se- 
cond survey, which entirely escaped his notice in 
the first >—Let us proceed to look at some other pas- 
sages which he has adduced. 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the 
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gate, and broad isthe way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat; because, 
strait is the gate and narrow is the way, which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find it.” We sus- 
pect that our friend is rather apt to see strange sights 
where there are none. There are people who can 
scarcely go ont on a summer’s evening, without en- 
countering vagrants from that same infernal pit which 
this gentleman saw so plainly in the above passage. 
Let us go back with him, and look at 1 more care- 
fully: “ Enter in at the strait gate ;” now, keep 
cool, have we, thus far, seen any thing of endless 
misery ? No.—* for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction.” —does it say, eter- 
nal destruction in the future world? No. Very 
well,—“ and many there be which go in thereat.” 
Does this mean any thing else, than simply that tiere 
were, at that time, many going in at the wide gate ? 
Must not a man have a wild imagination, to make 
Let us proceed: “ be- 
cause strail is the gate, and narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto life, and few there pr that inp i.” 
It is tue ont Savour’s disciples were but few in 
number, at this tinve—but few had found the way ot 
truth and life; but we think our friend himself now 
perceives that this circumstance does not even indi- 
cate that no more would ever find it. We might say 
with propriety, * broad is the way of error, aud there 
are many who walk therein; but narrow is the way 
of truth, and few find it;” yet who would under- 
stand us to mean, by this expression, that error would 
be eternal, and truth for ever confined to a few ? 

The next passage is, “ Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good unto the resurrection ot 
life; and they that have done evil unto the resur- 
rection of camnation.” John v. What appears 
strange to our author, in this case, is, that Christ 
should use such an expression, if he did not mean 
his hearers to understand that some would come 
forth at the resurrection in elernily, to endless per- 
dition. Now, let this gentleman look back to the 
third verse preceding the above passage, and he wili 
see that our Saviour chose, to say the least, a very 
singular way to prepare bis hearers for such an in- 
pression: “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour 
is coming anil Now 18, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 
live.” Would not his hearers understand him as 
speaking figuratively ofa spiritual resurrection which 
was even then beginning to take place? Would 
they naturally think that by “ the hour is coming and 
now is,” he meant it was some thousands of years in 
futurity ? 

As our author believes that the parable of the 
tares and the wheat, and likewise St. Paul’s expres- 
sion, “ The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from hea- 
ven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire,” &c. 
relate to the same event that is described in the par- 
able of the sheep and goats, we shall, for the sake of 
saving time, consider them ail in one: “ When the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him,—then shall he sit upon the 


endless misery out of this? 
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throne of his glory, and before him shall be ga- 
thered all nations; and he shall separate them, 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats,” &c. [See the whole parable 
in the latter part of Mat. xxv.) Here our friend 
feels himself iumphant. As this passage is a de- 
scription of the last tremendous judgment in eterni- 
ty, he wonders, in his pleasant way, how it happens 
to resemble so much the preaching of those who 
hold ‘ the gloomy doctrine of future and everlasting 
punishment.’ It is certainly a blessed thing to have 
strength of nerves to talk pleasantly and make a 
little sport while ascertaining and establishing the 
endless, the unutterable torments of millions of 
wretches, and among them some of the dearest 
friends we have on earth. It seems almost a pity to 
put a stop to this business, when he does it in so 
witty and lively a manner. Bat we pledged our- 
selves, if he would accompany us, to show him the 
wonders which he passed unnoticed in his first ex- 
cursion ; and here is one, vix. Christ positively de- 
clared that this still further judgment (as our author 
thinks it) should take place and be accomplished in 
the age in which he lived, or nearly eighteen hundred 
years ago!—* Verily I say unto you,” said Christ, 
“that this generation shall not pass till all these 
things be fulfilled.” Take notice that the passage 
under consideration, begins thus: “ When the Son 
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy an- 
gels with him,—then shall he,” &c.; now our Sa- 
viour had just before, in the same conversation, fixed 
the time of this appearance in the most careful 
manner; “and they shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clonds of heaven with power and great 
glory; and he shall send his angels, with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of hea- 
vento the other..... Verily I say unto you, this gen- 
eration shall not pass till all these things be fulfill- 
ed.” | Mat. xxiv. 30—S4.} We have now shown 
eur friend the wonder. We must leave it altoge- 
ther with him, whether he will continue to call this 
the last and future judgment; but we humbly flat- 
ter ourselves he will find it in-possible ever to for- 
get the time, which Christ said he was describing, 
and of which those who heard him, must therefore 
have understood him to prophesy. 

The next passage is 2 Cor. v.10. “For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
every one may receive the things in body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done whether good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, we per- 
suade men.—But we are made manifest unto God ; 
and [ trast also are made manifest in your con- 
sciences.” All that is necessary in order to show 
our friend his mistake on th s passage, is to refer 
him to the original Greek. he will there perceive 
that it is the same verb phanero) translated appear, 
in the beginning of the passage, and made manifest, 
in the latter part ; so that the text should read, “ For 
we must all be made manifest before the judgment 
seat of Christ, &c. ..... but we are made manifest 
anto God, and [ trust also are made manifest in your 
consciences."—The manifestation, of which the 





apostle is bere speaking, was one that he carefully 
reminded the Corinthians he himself had already 
experienced. It would be a strange thing indeed if 
St. Paul meant by such language, to teach them 
that this manifestation was not to take place except 
out of the body, and at the distance of thousands oi 
years in the future world. 

We shall conclude this head with a few remarks 
on Heb. ix. 27, “ And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment.”—The 
death, here spoken of, our friend takes for granted 
to be that nataral death which is appointed unto all 
men. But he has quoted only one member of the 
sentence ; the whole reads thus: “ And as it is ap- 
pointed unto the* men once to die, but after this the 
judgment ; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many ; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” 
Here, the death which is appointed unto the men, 
is used as a type or representation of Christ’s being 
offered to bear the sins of many; and the judgment 
which succeeds that death, as a similitude of Christ's 
second appearing without sin unto salvation. But 
is not our author astonished that the judgment, 
which he thinks will be full of guilt and torment to 
the generality of mankind, should be considered by 
the apostle as a similitude of Christ’s appearing 
without sin unto salvation? Accordingly as he re- 
presents the first part of this passage, it is impossi- 
ble to make any thing but nonsense of St. Paul’s 
comparison, unless we suppose that the future judg- 
ment shall be without sin to salvation, so as to agree 
in character with Christ’s second appearing. But 
the fact is, our author has wholly mistaken the apos- 
tle’s meaning. Let him turn to the passage and 
examine it in connexion with the preceding part of 
the chapter, and he will perceive that St. Paul did 
not allude to that natural death which is appointed 
unto all men ; but to that figurative death, prescri- 
bed by the Jewish rituals for the high Priests, before 
they entered the Holy of Holies clothed with the 
breast-plate of supGmMENT; and to their appearing 
afterwards to those without, for the legal justifica- 
tion of the people from their sins. 

5. Lastly, the gentleman says, that the righteous 
are not rewarded, nor the wicked punished in this 
world; and consequently thinks it strange that they 
are not to receive their deserts sometwchere. That re- 
wards and punishments are not generally received in 
this life, he proves, he thinks, to a demonstration, by 
the fact that sunshine and rain descend equally on 
the virtuous and the vicious; and as Solomon says, 
(alluding to the common gifts of fortune) “All things 
come alike unto all,” &c. By this it appears that our 
friend regards as nothing the “joy unspeakable” 
there is in believing, and “the wrath of God” which 
abideth on the sinner. No: these things are not fit 
to be named as reward and punishment; but cash, 
solid cash, stock, houses and lands are the great 
prize, the glorious crown; and they are here bestow - 
ed indiscriminately on the good and the bad. Well, 
be it so, then; they will, perhaps, be dispensed with 





* The article is in the orginal Greek; and ought to hav« 
been inserted in the English Translation. 
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a little more propriety in the future state. But what 
appears surange, is, that righteous people, (of whom 
our author supposes himself one) those great pro- 
fessors of religion, who are actuated by the spirit, 
not of the elder son, but of the father of the prodigal, 
the spirit, notof the murmuring labourers, but of 
the good man of the house, should find so much 
anxiety in their hearts lest poor, precious sinners 
be not punished enough, 1. e. elernally! Says our 
author, “the goodness of God must lead him, sooner 
or later, to treat all his creatures according to their 
characters.” He himself has not yet been treated 
so well as his character requires; but “sooner or 
later,” God will faithfully pay up the arrearage, and 
give him all the blessings he deserves! God be mer- 
ciful to us—sinners. 

But, we are told that, when God does, in this 
world, make a distinction in his treatment of the 
righteous and the wicked, it is often in the favour of 
the latter, if Universalism be true. The old world, 
the inhabitants of Sodom, and the host of Pharaoh, 
were destroyed, on account of their sins; but their 
destruction was only the means of removing them 
instantly to heaven, while Noah, Lot and Moses 
were left to a long and tedious pilgrimage on earth. 
Now, let this subject stand in the very colour which 
our friend is pleased to put upon it; we will show 
him another wonder that he shall acknowledge equal 
to it. Murderers are taken and condemned to death ; 
they are visited in prison by godly ministers, and 
converted, as we are told they often are, before the 
fatal day arrives; so that when the execution takes 
place, they go immediately to heaven, according to 
our suthor’s own doctrine, there to sing Hallelujah, 
and to shout for joy at the wailings of those they 
murdered, who are now, perhaps in hell! Let this 
gentleman be consistent, now, and contend that the 
reason Why such murderers arrive “so soon” in 
heaven, is, that they had committed murder, been 
judged unfit to live, and had their days shortened ; 
whereas, had they avoided that crime, trey must 
have lingered out a tedious life here, been, perhaps, 
blessed with no instructions from really pious cler- 
gymen, and gone to hell at last, liké many a good 
moral man. When our author is provided with 
such wonders in his own doctrine, he surely need 
not seek them elsewhere. There is another wonder 
we wish to show him: he allows that thé reason 
why God took away the inhabitants of the old world, 
&e. was, that they “had corrupted their way before 
Me Lord.” Does it not seem strange that, because 
God did not approve of their wickedness, and there- 
fore took them off from the earth, he should send 
them to a state infinitely more wicked, where no- 
thing but incessant blasphemies and diabolical im- 
piety reigns to all eternity! According to this, the 
true reason why he took them off was, not that they 
were too wicked, but that they were not wicked 
enough, and must be sent to hell to complete their 
character, 

To conclude: when we see this gentleman 
making a show of his astonishment at his oppo- 
nents’ ignorance of the scriptures, and recollect that 
he himself unstakes that for a general judgment in 





eternity, which Christ took the utmost care to assert 
should be fulfilled in his own generation ; when we 
recollect that he supposed St. Paul to indicate the 
eternal damnation of the Israelites in the very dis- 
course by which the apostle laboured to show that 
“all Israel shall be saved ;” in short, when we re- 
collect the many instances, which we have noticed, 
of his gross misunderstanding of the scriptures, we 
feel mortified that human nature can be rendered so 
blind by a foolish tradition, and yet so seli-conceit- 
ed. And when we consider that he is probably one 
who makes it the great business of his life to con- 
tend that the very best of men deserve, strictly 
speaking, nothing but infinite punishment, and at 
the same time that they are unjustly dealt with, if all 
men are to fare as well as they, hereafter; that even 
the saints have no merits of their own, and are in 
themselves, as unworthy as the vilest sinnets, yet 
that God’s ways cannot be equal, uniess he give 
endless glory to the one, and inflict infinite ven- 
geance on the other ;—that it is altogether the irre- 
sistible power and free grace of God that first con- 
verts the righteous and then admits them to heaven, 
yet that it would be partiality to grant the same bles- 
sings to other sinners no worse than they, when we 
hear him after all this, and much more of the same 
sort, jeering about the “ strange structure” of some 
men’s minds, we fall before the throne of God in 
anxious prayer that he would suffer none of the 
accidents or troubles of life to blight our reason, nor 
the damp cheerless gloom of superstition to extin- 
guish that ray of understanding which is the candle 
of the Lord in man, Mareus. 

N. B. As the Editor of the (Falmouth) Nautical 
Intelligencer published the piece entitled “A 
Strange Thing,” we would thank him to msert the 
foregoing. 

Thus far says Marcus, in the Boston Universalist 
Magazine, in reply to this orthodox “Strange 
Thing.” And thus far very good—but we have a 
word in reply, as follows: 

In section number 4, it is thought strange that 
Christ should warn his disciples to fear God, be- 
cause he is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell, and the assertion is made, that “ this is no good 
reason why we should fear Aim, rather than any 
other being, if it is known that he will not do it.” 
Now it is very strange that it did not occur to the 
writer, that, according to his logic, if God is able to 
save all men, “ this is no good reason why we should 
love him, rather than any other being, if it is known 
that he will not do it.” For, “if it is known that 
there is "o such place of future” happiness as hea- 
ven, (for all men,) and if God is so bad that he will 
not save all men, in heaven, “I do not see why the 
circumstance that he is able to do it,” ought to pro- 
duce love or gratitude in us towards him. There- 
fore, “ In this case I cannot see the force of the ar- 
gument,” to love God, unless we are taught that the 
souls of all men will go to a place of happiness after 
the decease of their bodies. But the strangest of 
all, is yet untold. Namely—That the fact of God’s 
ability to destroy the disciples of Christ, soul and 
body in hell, is conclusive evidence that he will do 
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it, when Christ declares of spatrows, five of which 
are “ sold for two farthings,” that “ not one of them 
is forgotten before God ;” and adds, “ but even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore, [Why ? Because] ye are of more value 
than many sparrows!’” It is a strange conclusion, 
indeed, that God will remember sparrows, and for- 
get, and destroy sou! and body in hell, his own off- 
spring, who, on his own confession, “are of more 
value than many sparrows! And more strange yet, 
that God should declare the fact of their value, and 
say unto them, “ Fear not,” when there existed an 
almost infinite cause of fear. (See Luke xii. 4—7.) 

It is also strange that the passage “ Marvel not at 
this,” &e. (Joha v. 28, 29,) should be made to 
read “resurrection of damnation,” when the same 
translators have rendered the same original word 
(kriseose,) supemeENT, in Rev. xiv. 7, which they 
translated DAMNATION in this passage! If this wri- 
ter of strange things will compare Rev. xiv. 6, 7: 
xv. 1—4; and Psa. xevi. with Jona v. 22—30, it will 
be strange if he shall not be convinced, that God’s 
judgment, by and through Christ, shall eventuate in 
the holiness and happiness of all nations. It is 
likewise strange that the editor of this paper should 
be the “one in fifty,” who has the imprudence to 
drop this expression,” and “others similar to it,” 
without any explanation, but such as the Serip- 
tures give of the passage!!! 

It is strange that strange things multiply so fast 
as they do in this investigation, But, notwithstand- 
ing, it is strange, that this writer should alter Matt. 
xiit. 38, and supply the word one, to bolster up his 
doctrine of a personal devil, whom he must have as 
commander-in-chief of his fabled future Hell! It is 
strange if this writer is correct, in saying that the 
furnace is a lake of fire, and arguing that this lake 
of fire is in another world, and, at the same time, 
God can be correct, who declares, by his prophet, 
Isa. xxxi. 9, of his fire, that it is “in Zon ;” and of 
* his furnace,” that it is “ in Jerusalem.” And by his 
prophet Ezek. xxii. 17—22, that he will gather the 
Israelites into the midst of Jerusalem, as they ga- 
ther silver, brass, &c. into the midst of a furnace: 
when, according to this modern wise man, the wick- 
ed Israelites are to be gathered into a future hell, 
after the dust of Jerusalem shall be scattered to the 
winds. And it is passing strange, that this writer 
did not even imagine that, if God’s “ fire is in Zion,” 
Christ’s revelation in flaming fire, must be in Zion 
also! 

It is not strange that a man in error should con- 
ceive and utter absurdity ; therefore, this writer says 
of 2 Cor. v. 10, that “ Paul’s language to the Co- 
rinthians upon the future condition of mankind, 
very nearly resembles the language of those who 
preach in opposition to the Universalists, the doc- 
trine of future punishment.” Then he gives as the 
language of Paul, that which has no resemblance to 
it; thereby proving a “ strange thing ;”’ namely— 
that those who “ preach in opposition to Universal- 
ists, the doctrine of future punishment,” preach, at 
the same time, in opposition to Paul!!! As this is 
avery “strange thing,” we submit the facts to the 





reader at full length. This writer says, that Paul 
says, “ We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that every man may receive the 
things done in the body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.” But Paul says, 
“We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things in 
body, according to that he hath done,” &c. The 
words printed in italics are supplied, (except the 
word man, which is an alteration.) Is it not strange 
that this writer should alter Paul’s declaration, that 
“every one may receive the things in bedy,” {not 
out of the body,| and make Paul say, “ receive the 
things done in the body,” when, according to him, 
Paul’s preaching is the very thing itself, which con- 
sigus sinners to a future heil! According to Paul, 
the judgment takes place while the party is in the 
body: but this writer would prefer having the judg- 
ment after the party leaves the body, and very good- 
naturedly alters the Bible, and kindly assists Paul 
to relate the matter more to the writer’s satisfaction ! 
This is a little strange. 

It is a strange fact, that this writer’s “ worthy mi- 
nisters” never more unequivocally asserted the doc- 
trine of eternal (future) punishment, than Paul’s 
language, when Paul never said any thing about it! 

It is strange that this writer should be a willing 
dupe to the deceptions of the translators of the 
Scriptures, and not be privy to the fact, that John, 
Rev. xx. 12, says not a word of the dead standing 
before Ged, but before the throne previously spoken 
of. Compare this passage and its connexion, with 
Rev. xiv. 6,7, and you will learn that the judgment 
commenced with the preaching of the gospel, at the 
destruction of Jerusalem, which is the turnace 
where the Jews were gathered. Consider the dead, 
the carnally minded ; the sea, as a figure of the Gen- 
tiles, or nations; the earth, the Jewish temporal do- 
minion;‘and the heaven the Jewish church. It 
was at this time, that another book was opeued, the 
Gospel, which is of life. And please to remember, 
that however strange the fact may appear, it is still 
a fact, that the “ fire is in Zion,” and the “ furnace 
in Jerusalem.” Therefore, your sinners are cast 
into Jerusalem, and not into a future hell. ‘This, if 
you contend for a literal exposition, must arrest yout 
strange progress; and if for a figurative one, you 
can find no figure to describe your imaginary tophet 
of modern times, 

Again. In section 5 this writer concludes that, in 
this world, God treats the righteous and the wicked 
“essentially alike.” And he considers it strange 
God should thus treat them bere, unless he will deal 
differently with them in another world. Paul de- 
clares, that * neither death, nor life, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God.” If this is true, it will be 
strange if God should treat sinners less tenderly in 
another world than he has in this; for he is un- 
changeably the lover of their souls. Solomon says, 
“ Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.” 
(Prov. xi. 31.) Now it is passing strange in the 
opinion of this writer, how the sun can shine, and 
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the rain fall, upon the righteous and the wicked at 
the same time, and the parties receive their deserts 
accompanied with these general blessings. Solomon 
and this writer are thus left at issue ! 

“ Do you ask, reader, why so many readily receive 
the false and absurd doctrine which has now been 
considered ? In the following scripture you have an 
answer:” 2 Thess. ti. 10—12. “ Because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them a 
strong delusion that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned, who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

The strangest thing yet, if it should happen, will 
be, the publishing of the above replies in the 
“Curtmstian Magazine,” which gave birth to the 
“ Strange Thing.” 

—>— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
CELEBRATION. 

Messrs. Editors.—At the request of the Society, 
and agreeably to previous notice in the public prints, 
a number of ministering brethren assembled at 
Gioucester, Mass. on the 3d inst. for the purpose of 
attending the semi-century commemoration of the 
first preaching of Universal grace and salvation in 
that place, fifty years drom that day, by the late Mr. 
John Murray. 

This occasion awakened in many bosoms the 
Most interesting and sacred recollections. The 
goodness and help of Divine Providence “ in the 
day of smail things ;” the faith, patience, and perse- 
verance with which some endured trials; and the 
peace, joy, and triumphant hope in which many 
others had finished their earthly course, passed in 
review before us in the animated visions of remem- 
brance, and reminded us of our sacred obligations 
of gratitude and faithfulness to Heaven, for the suc- 
cess and prosperity of that holy faith which now 
causes the pulsations of joy to beat high in so many 
hearts, in the full assurance of universal happiness, 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The public services of the morning were intro- 
duced by the reading of the second*chapter of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians, first Epistle; and after 
singing, continued by an introductory address, by 
Br. Thomas Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, on the 
importance of the occasion, the propriety of com- 
memorating the joy with which the proclamation of 
God’s universal salvation was at first :eceived by the 
believing Gloucesterians ; the sufferings and perse- 
eutions through which they had contended for the 
faith once delivered unto them; and the success 
which had crowned their perseverance in the doc- 
trine of impartial grace: after which he also offered 
the introductory prayer. 

A sermon was then delivered by Br. Paul Dean, 
of Boston, from the 7th chapter of the Ist of Sam. 
and the 12th verse. “ Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” In which were noticed the good Pro- 
vidence and favour of God, in sending to this coun- 
try his servant, the late Mr. John Murray, to preach 
to its since free, independent and favoured imhabit- 
ants, the “ Grace of God that bringeth salvation to 





all men ;” and in the success which attended and fa- 
voured his personal labours—in the courage and 
constancy with which the early believers of this 
Heavenly Doctrine met, sustained, and overcome 
the trials of excommunication, calumny, and oppres- 
sion, in the name, and for the sake of christian liber- 
ty—in the progress which has attended this cause in 
that place, and in our commonwealth and country, 
notwithstanding the tide of determined opposition 
which set against it—and in the gift of Br. Thomas 
Jones, asa second’ gift and messenger of “ good 
tidings from a far country,” to be the Pastor and 
guardian of the first Universalist Church gathered 
in America, The mention of some of the many 
signs of the final and universal prevalence of this 
grace, the felicity which will attend its triumph, and 
the duty of those who are permitted to look for its 
coming, finished the discourse. The concluding 
praver was by Br. Zelotes Fuller, of Charlton, 
Mass. 

In the afternoon the first prayer was offered by 
Br. Barzillai Streeter, of Troy, N. Y¥. and the dis- 
course given by Br. Sebastian Streeter, of Boston, 
from the Ist of Cor. iii. 10. “ According to the grace 
of God which is given unto me, as a wise master- 
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth thereon.” In which it was ably and elo- 
quently shown that Christ Jesus the Lord, as 
preached by the Apostle, John Murray, and others, 
is the only sure and precious foundation laid in Sion 
for the salvation of the world. He continued by 
describing the support and comfort which this be- 
nignant sentiment has yielded, and still yields its 
sincere fullowers in the hour of affliction and death, 
and concluded by ingeniously setting forth and de- 
fending the mild and happy influence which, as it 
advances, it will exert upon the minds and hearts of 
men, and upon all the institutions of society. Br. 
Ez:a Leonard, of Cape Ann, made the concluding 
prayer. 

The evening service of said day was commenced 
with prayer by Br. Hubbard H. Winchester, of Wil- 
mington, Vt. aud continued by an interesting set- 
mon from Br. Hosea Ballou 2d, of Roxbury. Text 
Isa. Ix. 2, 3, 4. “For behold the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but 
the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shal! 
be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and Kings to the brightness of thy rising. 
Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they 
gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy 
sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be 
nursed at thy side.” He contrasted the views of re- 
ligion which prevailed in these parts fifty years ago, 
with those more rational and enlightened, which are 
entertained at the present day; and interred from 
thence the speedy approach of that blessed day 
when divine light and trath shall disperse thé dark- 
ness, and fill the whole earth with the glory of the 
Lord, and bring all the sons and daughters of Adam 
to worship before him in the beauties of perfect holi- 
ness. These animating services were interspersed 
with excellent and appropriate music by the choir, 
attended by full and solemnly attentive audiences, 
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ind closed with 
Farnsworth, of Newton, Mass. 
turned to Col. Pierce’s, by whose christian liberali- 
tv and atrention, in connexion with others, we were 
entertained in a mest friendly manner. By our- 
selves and many others, we feel assured this celebra- 
tion will ! and numbered 
among the happiest eccasions of our lives. And we 
cherish the hope and belief that the semi-century 
returh of this day will be celebrated with religious 
gratitude and joy, until Christ shall have an altar in 
every place, and at every altar a herald of salvation 
ininistering to his redeemed. 
By order, PAUL DEAN. 
P. S. The Editors of all Universalist periodi- 
cal publications are requested to insert the above. 


P. D. 


After which, we re- 


be long remembered, 


fp 
From the (.New-Haven) Pilot. 
700,000 MINISTERS!!! 
“Who,” says Dr. Griffin, “ will grudge the money 
he gives to form ministers of Christ! 


the gospel, to lay himself out thus to change the 
destinies of nen, and to make so wide an impression 
on the assembly at the last day, what would the 


wealth of a million of worlds weigh by the side of 


such an object. With what a young man can do for 
tinsel, $600 will carry him from the plough to the 
pulpitj—and which of you would not give $600 to 
people a whole province of heaven ?” 

The dwelling-house built for Professor Griffin, at 
Andover, cost over $24,000! The interest of this 
sum, at 6 per cent, is $1440. Two hundred and 
forty would bave, it is presumed, rented a house for 
a follower of Hun who had “not where to lay his 
head.” The ballance is $1,200. Now I leave it for 
Dr. Griffin, assuming his own data, to calculate 
what this sum, thus annually squandered by him, on 
the lust of the eye and the pride of life, in the single 
article of a house, would effect in making ministers, 
and how many “ provinces in heaven it would peo- 
ple?” When he has done this, let him extend his 
calculations, and find the amount of retrenchments 


which might be made in the general system of 


expenditure. In meeting-houses alone, and other 
public buildings, it cannot be doubted several thou- 
sand dollars* have been expended to no better pur- 
pose than to satisfy the lusts of the flesh. Add to 
this what is superfluous in salaries, tables, apparel, 
furniture, &c. In this scrutiny, let not the Doctor 
leave a dollar of superfluity; for on every dollar he 
has inscribed salvation! Having done this, let him 
turn and count the cents and mites extorted from 
the poor, the widow, and the orphan, by the cater- 
ers of the Education and Missionary Societies, not 
to“ people heaven,” but to go into the pockets of 
the priesthood. This done, let him inquire how 
far those gross contradictions, inconsistencies, and 
abuses of his religious system, may have tended to 
alienate and diseust honest minds, and cause them 





* The chapel at Andover is finished with mahogany, and 
eost over £40,000. One meeting-house ia Philadelphia, 
fost $60,000, another $40,000, &e. &e. 


a devout prayer by Br. Thomas G. | 


Man of 
wealth, should you bring forward one minister of 





even to nauseate every religious profession? Let 
him review the history of an educated priesthood, 
from age to age—their conteutions—their contro- 
versies—their bigotries—their butcheries, while pro- 
fessing a religion whose garments are meekness, 
humility, and peace, and whose essence is universal 
love unfeigned ; a priesthood that has arrested the 
march of christianity in the world, and made the 

Heathen to blaspheme the name of Christ! Lastly, 

let him solve the problem, how the system which he 

here presents, taken in all its parts, can afford a 

rational hope of christianizing the Pagan world, or 

“peopling that kingdom wherein no hypocrite nor 

unclean thing can enter.” 

—j>— 
PEACE SOCIETY. 

From the Eighth Annual Report of the London 
Peace Society, we extract the following ercellent 
remarks. 

Christianity is a religion of faith, which works 
by love—that is, the sincerity of our faith in Christ 
must be proved by such works as evince our love to 
nan. The extent of this Christian obligation is not, 
it is to be feared, sufficiently considered. “ This is 
my commandment,” says the blessed Redeemer, 
“that ye love one another as I have loved you.” 
Again, “If a man say, | love God, and hateth his 
brother, he isa liar: for he that loveth not his bro- 
ther whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ?” What love is this, which 
is so imperative a Christian duty ? Not the love of 
our relatives—of our friends—of our country—nor 
of the particular religious party with whom we asso- 
ciate : a Pharisee might periorm all this; but a dis- 
interested love of the whole human race: for what 
says the Christian’s Lawgiver? “ Love your ene- 
mies ; bless them that curse you; do good to them 
that hate you.” And this law of love we must ful- 
fil if we would be “the children of our Father which 
is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise oa the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love 
you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publi- 
cans so?” With this clear path of duty set before 
us, how shall we account for the conduct of those 
who, when called upon to unite with others in pro- 
moting the Christian principle of love, in opposi- 
tion to the system of War, manifest, by their an- 
swer, a total indifference on the subject; as though 
it was no concern of their’ to attempt to check the 
spread of crime committed by others, whilst their 
own temporal interests are not affected by it. Do 
they really think that a proposition, involving a 
Chistian duty, is to be met by the saine cool calcu- 
lations as a proposal of a mere commercial nature ? 
The question which it seriously imports them to con- 
sider, is not whether any sensible benefit to others 
may immediately follow their Christian attempt, 
but whether they can consistently refuse to make 
the attempt, and by so doing, refuse to bear their 
testimony against those antichristian practices, 
which oppose the Christian law of love. No work 
of Christian benevolence can be lost—itis sure to 
meet with its reward. The degree of success whicle 
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will attend our endeavours to disseminate, by exain- 
ple and precept, the genuine principles of Chris- 
tianity, may be safely left with Hin who hath in 
his own power the times and the seasons. Suffice 
it for us, that we are humble instruments, in bis 
hands, in our feeble, but sincere endeavours to pro- 
mote his cause—a cause through which his naine 
will be glorified in the fulfilment of the prophecy of 
the times of Messiah, “ In his days shall the righte- 
ous flourish, and abundance of peace so long as the 
moon endureth.” 
fp 
President sldam’s Letter on the early Prevalence of 
Unitarianism tn America, 

It may not be known to some of our readers, that 
about ten years ago, certain orthodox gentlemen in 
New-England republished a part of Mr. Belsham’s 
Memoirs of Lindsey, in a pamphlet entitled Ameri- 
can Unitarianism. This pamphlet contained many 
remarks by the American publishers, the object of 
which was to bring the Unitarian cause into con- 
tempt, and to destroy the influence of those gen- 
tlemen who had appeared as its advocates. One of 
the gentlemen, who was known to be active in 
making known the pamphlet on American Unitari- 
anisin,in his zeal for orthodoxy sent a copy to Pre- 
sident Adams. The following letter was written in 
reply. As it may give information to many, respect- 
ing the origin of those principles of pure christian 
doctrine which have, of late, been so rapidly spread- 
ing throughout our country, we think it may be use- 
ful to give it a place in the Christian Inquirer. 

(Chris. Ing. 
“Dean Doctor, 

“] thank you for the favour of the 10th, and the 
pamphlet enclosed, entitled ‘ American Unitari- 
anism.’ I have turned over its leaves, and found 
nothing that was not familiarly known to me. In 
the preface, Unitarianism is represented as only 
thirty years old in New-England. I can testify as a 
witness to its old age. Sixty-five years ago, my own 
minister, the Parson Lemuel Bryant; Dr. Jona- 
than Mayhew, of the West Church in Boston; the 
Parson Mr. Shute of Hingham ;.the Parson John 
Brown of Cohasset; and perhaps equal to all, if not 
above all, the Parson Mr. Gay, of Hingham, were 
Unitarians. Among the laity how many could I 
name, lawyers, physicians, tradesmen, farmers! But 
at present I will namé only one, Richard Cranch, a 
man who had studied divinity, and Jewish and 
christian antiquities, more than at¥ clergyman now 
existing in New-England. More than fifty years 
ago, I read Dr. Clarke, Emlyn, and Dr. Waterland. 
Do you expect, my dear doctor, to teach me any 
thing new in favour of Athanasianism? There is, 
at present, existing in the world a Church Philoso- 
phic, as subtle, as learned, as hypocritical, as the 
Holy Roman Catholic, Apostolic, and CEcumenical 
Church. The Philosophical Church was originally 
English. Voltaire learned it from Lord Herbert, 
Hobbes, Morgan, Collins, Shaftsbury, Bolingbroke, 
&c. &c. Kc. You may depend upon it, your exer- 
tions will promote the Church Philosophic, more 
than the Church Athanasian or Presbyterian. This 





and the coming age will not be ruled by inquisitions 
or Jesuits. The restoration of Napoleon has been 
caused by the resuscitation of inquisitors and Je- 
suits, I am, and wish to be, 
Your friend 

Joun Apams.” 





Quincy, May 15th, 1815. 
Rev. Dr. Morse. 
[ Unit. Miscel. 
—>—__ 
LOVE. 

Experience abundantly warrants the assertion, 
that we cannot love what appears unamiable, or hate 
what appears lovely ; hence it is impossible to love 
God, while he seems dark and unlovely; while he 
shows no sympathy for us, and while we can disco- 
ver no expansion of soul or light of mind in ponder- 
ing his works or his providence. His paternal cha- 
racter must be seen, his love to his creatures must 
be felt, or they can never revere him in their souls, 
or make it the business of their existence to resem- 
ble him. The goodness or love of God, and that 
only, leads to repentance, moral improvement, and 
heavenly joy; consequently it should be held up in 
al] the strength in which man can display it, that 
the sinner may be softened, reclaimed, and esta- 
blished in the path of virtue and happiness. Mis- 
taken views of God and his revelation have filled 
the christian world with gloom, as misapprehensions 
of the true Divinity filled the Pagan world with 
blood, fire, slaughter, and untameable ferocity. If 
any would preach a religion that shall unite hearts 
and spread a cloudless day over the moral world, 
let him present christianity in its native loveliness, 
as the image of its divine author, and God will re- 
cognize its heavenly origin in the blessings that 
shall accompany and follow its triumph. [ Rel. Ing. 


i 
ASTONISHING INFATUATION. 


An extraordinary act of fanaticism took place at 
the Hotel, Carnarvon, on Monday last. A servant, 
who was there, borrowed an axe from one of the 
servants of the house. He took it into his bed-room, 
very composedly placed his left hand upon the foot 
of the bed, and with the axe in his right hand chop- 
ped it clearly off! Having thrown the hand under 
the bed, he came down, holding the stump, bleeding 
profusely, which must have caused his death ina 
short time, had not the waiter made use of a handker- 
chief by way of tourniquet, and by that means par- 
tially stopt the blood until surgical aid was procured. 
On the arrival of the surgeon, he was so exhausted, 
that farther amputation could not be performed, but 
it has since been done, and the poor man seems 
likely to survive. This horrific act of self- 
mutilation was effected for the avowed purpose of 
being better enabled to enter into the “ Kingdom of 
Heaven!!!” Every possible care has been taken of 
him, and a person continually watches him; he has 
since been dull and silent, and it is much to be fear- 
ed, that the delusion has by no means left him, and 
that some other member of his body, or indeed his 
life, may be the next sacrifice to his most unnatural 
mania. Eng. Jour. 
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